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Council.     Then  again, the Tuileries were obliged to
reckon with the unpopularity of the followers of Loyola
and with the Voltairian section of the French people.
On the  other hand, one must bear in mind the way
in which the great majority of the  French bishoprics
have  been filled since  1852, to  the almost  complete
exclusion of Gallicanism.    But it is chiefly in Alsace,
where we now have a clearer insight into affairs, that
we find the  consequences   of these   mutual   relations
between   the  former  French   Government   and   the
Ultramontanes.    "When the advocate of the ultramon-
tane cause wishes to make us believe that the war with
Germany   was   mainly   intended   by   Napoleon   and
Eugenie to   curb   the  Pope's temporal  and  spiritual
power one involuntarily rubs his eyes, reads the absurdity
over again, and asks:   But in the name of common
sense, if Napoleon had any such designs against the
Holy Father, had he not, in the summer of 1870, more
than sufficient power to carry them into effect, and did
he require for that purpose a victory over Germany?
We have reason to be thankful that the writer  has
given us an opportunity of saying a good word for him
in conclusion.    Towards the close of his article he says
that the German victory in the last war had been of
immense service to the Catholic Church.    " Immense
service!"    Let us note that.    Up to the present we
have heard these gentlemen almost always maintain the
contrary.      Nevertheless   we   thankfully   accept   the
present declaration, and in return beg to offer a piece of
good advice.    If the victory be of advantage to you,
then, gentlemen, cease to declaim against New Germany,
which  is  the  fruit of that  victory, and  show more
gratitude towards its founder than you have towards
poor Eugenie.    It will then no longer be said of your